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education to which such school belongs and accompanied 
by the certificate of the inspector-general that such school 
has duly enrolled a sufficient number of its scholars and 
that they are properly drilled and disciplined to entitle 
them to the benefits of this act and that the articles 
named in the requisition are necessary and proper. 

Sec. 9. All such property shall remain the property of 
the State of New York. It shall be annually accounted 
for by the principal of the school to which it is issued, 
who shall only be liable for negligence in its use and care. 
The commander-in-chief may, in his discretion, require 
security to be given therefor on behalf of any school and 
may make, from time to time, such regulations for the 
care and custody of such property as he shall think 
necessary. 

Sec. 10. The sum of thirty thousand dollars, or so 
much thereof as shall be necessary, is hereby appropria- 
ted out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for the purchase of the arms, equipments 
and other articles provided in this act, the same to be 
expended under the direction of the commander-in-chief 
and to be paid by the treasurer upon the warrant of the 
comptroller. 

Sec. 11. This act shall take effect immediately. 



DEATH OF DR. MINER. 



Rev. Alonzo Ames Miner, D.D., who died at his home 
in Boston on June 14, at the age of 81 years, had been con- 
nected with the American Peace Society for many years. 
He became a member of its Executive Committee in 1886, 
and since that time had served continously, most of the 
time as a member both of the Executive Committee and 
of the Board of Directors. He was not a mere nominal 
member. He was always present at the annual meetings 
of the Society and at the meetings of the Board and the 
Executive Committee, unless kept away by some unavoid- 
able cause, which was seldom. His interest in the peace 
movement, was one of principle, and he threw himself in- 
to the work with that sincerity and whole-heartedness 
and vigor of intellect which characterized him everywhere 
and in all the lines of his varied activity. He was one of 
the sincerest men that we ever met. It was always a 
benediction to have him walk into our office with a look 
on his face and a general attitude which indicated that 
he had come not simply because it was his official duty to 
do so, but because the great subject of human brother- 
hood lay close to his heart. 

In 1889 Dr. Miner went as one of the American Peace 
Society's delegates to the International Peace Congress held 
at Paris at the time of the Exposition. On his return he 
gave an able address at a meeting held in his own church 
on Columbus Avenue, on the work and purposes of the 
Congress. We quote a few sentences : ' ' What was it that 
was deeply moving the minds, the hearts, the philan- 
thropy, the humanity of these representative men from all 
the leading nations of the world ? It was the burden un- 
der which these various nations groan." "Are these 
things to go on for ever ? Every element of Christianity 



and common sense cries out against it ; every element of 
humanity and statesmanship and national welfare cries 
out against it. But how are these woes to be terminated ? 
By the rigid demand that this whole business shall cease." 
" It is preposterous that a nation of sixty-five millions of 
people, shut off from any nation that dares attack us, if 
there were any such, by three thousand miles of ocean, 
should go on making preparations for war, wasting money 
that is needed for so many nobler purposes, following in 
the pathway of older nations." " They (the nations) hold 
each other in servitude by their vast standing armies. 
These nations do not seem to know that if one of them 
should decrease its armament others would be encouraged 
to do the same thing. Men do not like the slaying of 
their fellow men ; it is not a matter of fun with them. 
Great leaders, kings, emperors, warriors, look forward to 
the glory which will come to them from successful con- 
flict ; but those men are few ; and if their own nations 
would speak out distinctly and loudly against this mode 
of settling difficulties, such barbarism would cease and 
we should no longer prepare to make war on each other." 
"It is character that can save us, and if we have not 
character nothing under heaven can save us. By the 
same laws of God that plough deep under any founda- 
tions we may lay, without character we go to the wall." 

Dr. Miner's life was one of singular activity and useful- 
ness. From his sixteenth to his twentieth year he taught 
in the public schools, and in academies for the next five 
years. In 1839 he was ordained to the ministry. Forty- 
three years of his ministry were spent in his Boston pas- 
torate. He was one of the founders of Tufts College and 
president of the institution from 1862 to 1874. He gave 
the college forty thousand dollars for a theological hall. 
He was for twenty-four years a member of the State 
Board of Education, for twenty-one years chairman of 
the Board of Visitors of the State Normal Art School, for 
twenty years president of the Massachusetts Temperance 
Alliance, president of the Executive Committee of the 
Trustees of Tufts College, president of the Trustees of 
the Bromfield School at Harvard, president of the Trus- 
tees of Dean Academy at Franklin and of the Directors 
of the Universalist Publishing House. 

He was a man of marked individuality, of intense 
activity, of great mental vigor and of unflinching courage. 
He was always on the side of right and of the purification 
and uplifting of society. He made no compromises with 
wrong nor with men of wrong. He took a prominent part in 
all public questions involving the welfare of his fellowmen, 
and if he had any fault it was that of having too little 
patience with those whose minds were less clear and dis- 
criminating than his own and who differed from him as to 
the best methods of disposing of the evil and of promoting 
the good. 

He retained his interest in great questions till the very 
last and much of his vigor and power, having delivered 
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diplomas to twenty-five graduates at Dean Academy the 
day before heart-failure brought on his death. 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



The Interparliamentary Peace Conference is to be held 
at Brussels on August 12th and following days. The date 
ef the Peace Congress has been fixed for the 16th of the 
same month. It will not however be held at Luxemburg, 
as heretpfore announced. Difficulties have arisen making 
it impossible to hold the Congress there, and arrange- 
ments are being made to hold it in another city, which 
will probably be The Hague, or Scheviningen, a seaside 
suburb of The Hague. 

The proceedings of the Mohonk Arbitration Con- 
ference, of which we give a condensed summary in this 
and the following issue of the Advocate, are to be pub- 
lished in full by the Executive Committee of the Con- 
ference. 

Christian Work, in its issue of June 13, contained an 
interesting letter on the Mohonk Arbitration Conference 
written by Mr. Marshall H. Bright, the Editor of the 
paper. Mr. Bright attended the Conference and served 
very efficiently as its secretary. 

Dr. Edward Everett Hale has continued the work of 
the Mohonk Conference by preaching on the subject of 
the " English Treaty " to his congregation in Boston after 
his arrival home. His sermon will be found in the Bos- 
ton Commonwealth for June 1 5th. Here is an extract re- 
garding the proposed treaty : 

" I havea right to say that no community in this world 
has more power to bring about this result than the half- 
million people in Boston. It is our business to see that 
our public opinion and our private effort, in a cause so 
great as this, keep pace by whatever endeavor with our 
prayers. For this affair is not, in the first place, the 
affair of members of Congress, of Parliament, or of 
the American or English Cabinets. It is the affair of 
bankers and merchants and manufacturers, of shippers 
and consignees, of buyers and sellers, of makers and con- 
sumers. It is the affair of Chambers of Commerce, of 
Commercial Clubs, of Trades Unions. Cabinets and 
Congresses and Parliaments do, in such matters, as their 
masters bid them." 

The Annual Meeting of the London Peace Society, held 
in Memorial Hall on the 21st of May, was a very success- 
ful one. A special feature of the meeting was the 
addresses of two returned missionaries, Mr. Chalmers 
from New Guinea, and Mr. Ashe from Uganda. The 
Business Meeting of the Society was held at the office, 
47 New Broad street, in the forenoon of the same day. 
The Society has reduced its debt from £800 to £500, 
though there has been a falling off in its receipts the past 
year. Its active work has been kept up in circulating 
literature, in holding peace meetings in various parts of 



the United Kingdom, in seeking to influence Parliamen- 
tary legislation, etc. The Annual Report, prepared by 
Dr. Darby, gave a comprehensive review of the work of 
the Society for the year and also of the general condition 
of the world in reference to the cause of peace. The 
Report closes by stating that though there is much in the 
general state of the nations to cause discouragement and 
anxiety yet " the deeper trend and tendency of things are 
in our favor." On another page will be found the 
remarks made at the meeting bj' the President of the 
Society, Sir Joseph W. Pease. 

The oration of Mr. James H. Mays, given on another 
page, won first honor over thirty competitors in a recent 
contest at the University of Michigan, and also took the 
first place in the oratorical contest of the Northern Ora- 
torical League in which are represented the universities of 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Chicago, Northwestern, Iowa and 
Oberlin. 

Lady Henry Somerset, in addressing the 1 9th annual 
Council of the British Women's Temperance Association 
in London June 17th, spoke of peace and arbitration as 
follows : 

There is every reason to believe that the " War Lord" 
and his armies have seen their best days. Blood and 
iron will never be again what Bismarck made them. Even 
that stalwart soldier by proxy admitted recently that the 
Anti-Socialist Bill defeated in the Reichstag could by no 
means do for Germany what the influence of women 
might effect. It is a new role for the ex-Chancellor and 
" significant of much" — this falling back upon women in 
the last hour of need as Germany's defence from social- 
ism. It comes just when it was inevitable, for a bill to 
give women the ballot has been presented by the Social- 
ists, and their numbers are increasing to such a degree 
that they will ere long hold the balance of power. No 
women are more home-loving than the Germans or could 
be more safely trusted with the ballot. Doubtless in 
that empire of bayonets the old plea will be even more 
strongly urged than elsewhere that a woman must not 
vote because she cannot be a soldier. 

But the outcry of "one vote, one sword" is founded 
on a fallacy. The barbarous tribes that were wont to 
put women in the van as fighters have all died out. By 
the process of natural selection, the mothers who are 
makers of men have been guarded in time of war by all 
nations that were fit to survive. The women have a 
greater role than that of fighting ; they are the fountain 
of the race, at which it recruits its losses, perpetuates its 
hopes, and conserves the results of victories already 
gained. 

The money that men now spend to equip armies, 
establish arsenals and build great ships of war, would 
make the earth blossom like a June rose, with recreated 
joy that should send all the people back to their work 



